
Law: Now celebrating its 40th anniversary, the Faculty of Law has taken 
first place three years in a row (2007-2009) in the Israeli Bar Exam. In 
addition to its commitment to excellence, the Faculty is also strongly 
committed to social responsibility, being the only law faculty in the 
country requiring its students to participate in legal aid clinics as an 
integral part of their legal education.

Grant Leader: While Bar-Ilan submitted “only” 14% of grant proposals 
from Israel to the Junior European Research Council, the University “won” 
22% of the number of grants and 26% of all the funding received by Israel’s 
universities, amounting to millions of dollars. 

Returning Scientists: During the 2009-10 academic year Bar-Ilan 
is absorbing brilliant minds from Harvard, MIT, Stanford, Cal Tech, the 
University of California, University of Illinois (Urbana), and the University of 
British Columbia in Canada.

Jewish Content: BIU is home to the largest Faculty of Jewish Studies in 
the world – and offers over 1,800 Judaism-related courses throughout its 
six faculties and regional colleges.

Beauty: Our campus in Ramat Gan has been named the most beautiful by 
the Council for a Beautiful Israel.

Communications: BIU is in the process of establishing a new School 
of Communications which will emphasize public diplomacy and Israel 
advocacy.

Delegation: The Weisfeld School of Social Work hosted delegations from 
the University of Southern California and the Jewish Federation of Los 
Angeles, briefing them on social work in the military.   

Mapping: Eighteen patients have already undergone brain mapping 
before surgery through BIU’s Magneto Encephalograph (MEG). The MEG, 
housed in the Gonda (Goldschmied) Brain Research Center, is the first of 
its kind in the State of Israel, and one of only a few dozen units which exist 
throughout the world. 

Road Map: A biography of Prof. Avraham Trakhtman, of the Department 
of Mathematics, was published in the Encyclopedia Brittanica after he 
grabbed international headlines by solving an abstract math problem 
which befuddled experts for 40 years!

Accounting: For the first time in Israeli academia, Bar-Ilan University is 
opening a Master’s degree program in Accounting, in the Department of 
Economics.

Cancer Research: The Cancer, AIDS and Immunology Research (C.A.I.R.) 
Institute honored Dr. David Sidransky, a pioneer in the molecular genetic 
detection of cancer.  

Women’s Advocacy: The Rackman Center for the Advancement of 
the Status of Women initiated a revolutionary amendment to the Spousal 
Property Relations Law passed by the Knesset. In certain cases, the 
amendment allows for division of property prior to a get.   

Public Health: A new Master’s Program in Public Health and 
Administration is training medical professionals in the many different 
factors involved in successful health care.   

New Programs: Additional new programs being offered or to be 
introduced by the University include Contemporary Middle East (MA); 
Shiite Islam and Revolutionary Iran (MA); Financial Mathematics (MA); 
Music Technology (BA); Industrial Management (MA); Hebrew Sign 
Language (BA); Western and Eastern Asia Studies (Interdisciplinary BA); 
Logistics Management (MA); Drama and Literature as Sources of Healing 
(MA); Asian Comparative Culture and Literature (MA); Hebrew Language 
Editing (MA); Landscape and Cultural Landmark Preservation (MA).

Rhetoric: The University’s Debating Society was invited to participate in 
the prestigious World University Debating Championship held this year in 
Ireland.  

Social Work: A special collaborative program between the city of 
Petach Tikva and the Weisfeld School of Social Work is helping to create 
awareness of the needs of the physically challenged and strengthen their 
accessibility to public facilities.

Psychology: Bar-Ilan University’s psychology clinics service the public-
at-large and enable graduate students in the department to complete their 
mandatory internships within the framework of the clinics.

Leaders: Our nearly 100,000 alumni hold key positions in business, 
government, defense, education, hi-tech, law, and academia.

Unique: Bar-Ilan is the only university in the State of Israel offering 
interdisciplinary programs in Hermeneutics (MA, PhD), Conflict 
Management and Negotiation (MA, PhD), Science, Technology and Society 
(MA, PhD), Gender Studies (MA, PhD), and programs in Translation and 
Interpreting Studies (BA, MA, PhD), Information Science (BA, MA, PhD), 
Biophysics (BSc, MSc, PhD), and Logistics (MA, PhD).

Robots: Prof. Gal Kaminka (Dept. of Computer Science and Gonda 
(Goldschmied) Brain Research Center) and Dr. Eli Kolberg (School of 
Engineering) led Israel’s first delegation to the RoboCup soccer tournament 
for robots, held this year in Austria.

Accomplished: Dr. Eli Porat is the youngest professor at Bar-Ilan.  The 
30-year-old computer whiz received his doctorate at the “ripe old age” of 21!

Wise: A 77-year-old student proved it’s never too late to learn by earning 
his doctorate in Hebrew literature in June!

Workshop: This month the Institute of Nanotechnology and Advanced 
Materials is organizing a workshop in Nano Photonics and Bio-Engineering 
for graduate students and faculty of the Institute.

Young Researchers: The Junior European Research Council for young, 
promising researchers awarded generous grants to Dr. Haim Cohen (Mina 
and Everard Goodman Faculty of Life Sciences) and Prof. Yehuda Lindell 
(Dept. of Computer Science).

Enrichment: Some of the country’s leading experts and most respected 
authors will serve as guest lecturers for The Brookdale Program, which is 
offering an exciting array of new enrichment courses for those over the 
age of 50.

Beginning: The Jesselson Institute for Advanced Torah Studies is 
advancing Jewish unity through its Reshit (“Beginning”) Program, 
engaging religious and secular students in dialogue while enhancing their 
awareness of the significance of Jewish texts and tradition. 

Social Responsibility: A group of researchers from BIU’s Institute of 
Nanotechnology and Advanced Materials and Faculty of Law is examining 
the safety and environmental impact of nanomaterials in order to develop 
regulatory policies that will allow mankind to benefit from nanomaterials 
without creating undue risk to the consumer or the environment.

International Prestige: A panel of international experts declared the 
joint BIU/Weizmann Institute Scientific Archaeology Program as worthy of 
expansion and emulation by other universities.  The Program combines 
traditional site archaeological excavation with rigorous scientific and 
instrumental analysis of artifacts, making BIU one of the most prestigious 
archaeological centers in the world.
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